With the Chapters by unknown
The Gavel of Delta Sigma Rho 
Volume 31 
Issue 4 May 1949 Article 10 
5-1949 
With the Chapters 
Follow this and additional works at: https://cornerstone.lib.mnsu.edu/gavel 
 Part of the Speech and Rhetorical Studies Commons 
Recommended Citation 
With the chapters. (1949). The Gavel of Delta Sigma Rho, 31(4), 81-92. 
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by Cornerstone: A Collection of Scholarly and Creative 
Works for Minnesota State University, Mankato. It has been accepted for inclusion in The Gavel of Delta Sigma Rho 
by an authorized editor of Cornerstone: A Collection of Scholarly and Creative Works for Minnesota State University, 
Mankato. 




With the Chapters 
ALLEGHENY 
''Twenty-five debaters and an even greater 
number o{ student speakers have participated 
in the planning and carrying out of forensic ac• 
tivities at Allegheny this semester. 
"Allending the Pennsylvania Debaters Con­
vention at the Pennsylvania State College on 
March 17-19 were debaters Jeff Hopper, Barbara 
Bounds, Raymond McCall and Robert Blom­
quist. Miss Bounds was elected "Gavel Girl" of 
the convention foJJowing her after-dinner speech 
on the subject. ·'Woman's Emancipation: Is it 
a Good Tbing'f" The "Gavel Girl,'' "the young 
woman who makes the outstanding contribution 
to the convention, through a combination of in­
telligence, subject matter, background, and per• 
sonal charm," was presented with the tradition­
al Coal Cavel and a silver charm gavel by the 
convention president. Richard K. Hill of Penn 
State. 
"Hopper served as chairman of Committee I 
on Education and as Ooor leader for the final 
adoption by the assembly of his committee's 
bill proposing federal aid to education. At the 
closing session the delegates elected Hopper 
president of the 1950 convention. 
"Debate Director Glenn W. Timmons and bis 
assistant, Mildred Ann Ditty, accompanied the 
delegation and served as committee parliamen­
tarians. 
"Representatives o[ twenty-two colleges and 
universities participated in the econd Annual 
Pennsylvania lntercollegiate Forensic Tourna­
ment sponsored by the Debating Association of 
Pennsylvania Colleges at Allegheny College on 
March 11-12. In the finals broadcast over sta­
tion WMGW the University of Pittsburgh won 
the Talon debate trophy for the year by defeat­
ing the i\lt. Mercy teams, which had eliminated 
Grove City in the semi-finals. Allegheny's af­
firmative and negative teams were defeated by 
the Pitt debaters in the semi-final round. Jean 
Isherwood, Patricia O'Connell, Robert Blom• 
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quist and Jeff Hopper were members of the Al
legheny semi-finalist team.
"Winners of the oratory contests were Wil
liam Sample of Westminister College in the
men's division and Marian Braun of Duquesne
University in the women's division. They will
represent the stale of Pennsylvania at the Inter
state Oratorical contest at Northwestern Univer
sity on April 25-26. Placing in oratory for Al
legheny were Jean Isherwood, third in the wo
men's division, and Robert McCune, second in
the men's division.
"John Kercnsky of Westminster won the
men's division of extemporaneous speaking,
while Rene Mcnegaz of Mt. Mercy placed first
in the women's division.
"Chairman of the tournament was Professor
Hubert Y. Cordier of Allegheny College, with
Professor Margaret C. Byrne of Mt. Mercy and
Profes-sor Melvin C. Moorhouse of Westminister
as members of the committee.
"Allegheny's affirmative team of Jean Isher
wood ami Pat O'Connell won all five of their
debates at the Washington and Jefferson Elim
ination tournment on March 26, but were elim
inated on points from participating in the final
round.
"Besides debate activities, the Philo-Franklin
Speech Union has sponsored two all-college as
sembly programs, one on parliamentary pro
cedure and one as a mock election campaign.
It has also sponsored a series of faculty-student
forums on campus and world problems. Un
der its sponsorship the annual men's and wo
men's extemporaneous speaking contests and the
Wakefield Oration contest were held, and the
freshman speaking contest is planned for May
11.
"The Allegheny chapter of Delta Sigma Rho
elected two new members, Jean Isherwood and
Don Wargo. Miss Isherwood, a junior, has been
a varsity debater tliis year and an active mem
ber of Philo-Franklin Union. As a freshman she
was a member of the team which won the fresh
man debate tournament. She is also president
of her sorority—Alpha Gamma Delta, a member
of Kappa Delta Epsilon, a Junior Adviser, and
Town Representative of the Associated Women
Students.
"Don Wargo, a senior pre-med student, has
debated since his participation in the freshman
tournament and is acting president of Philo-
Franklin Union. He is also a member of Phi




"During March and April members of tlie
American squad debated Howard, Navy, Vir
ginia, Randolph-Macon, Stetson, Georgetown,
LaSalle, Rutgers, Seton Hall, Gettysburg, West
ern Reserve, George Washington, and New
York University on the campus. In addition,
they participated in three tournaments: Temple
University (March 25-26) ; Georgetown Uni
versity (April 8-10) ; Grand National at Fred-
ericksburg, Virginia (April 14-16). The affirm
ative team won five of its seven debates at
Georgetown; and one of the American debaters,
Jule Sugarman, won honors in Discussion at
the Grand National Tournament."
ARIZONA
"Last fail four students were chosen by com
petition from a squad of twenty-four to compete
in the Western Forensic Tournament at Seattle,
November 22-24. The four were Oliver J. N.
Nibel, Jr., Henry A. Kiker, Jr., James C.
Holmes, and Vemon Myers. They competed in
ilebale, oratory, and extemporaneous speaking.
"On March 1 and March 31, two debates were
held in Tucson with The Abilene Christian Col
lege and Occidental College respectively, the
University of Arizona winning all four debates.
"On April 4-9 inclusive. Forrest N. Barr, John
Claborne, Carolyn D. Lewis, and Kay Rosequist
from the University of Arizona competed in two
tournaments in Texas. The two last named won
first place in debating in the women's division.
Miss Lewis won first place in women's oratory,
and Mr. Claborne placed third in men's oratory.
"The debate team consisting of Kiker and
Myers won first place (the only team with no de
feats) in the West Point regional debate tourn
ament held at the University of Redlands
March 24-26; and, with their coach, go to the
national finals of the West Point tournament
held at the West Point Military Academy April
21-24.
"The Forensic Tournament and Speech Fest
ival for the five institutions of higher learning
in the State of Arizona will meet at Flagstaff,
.\pril 29 and 30. Six students and George
Sparks, instructor in speech, will make the 750-
mile round trip..
"Dr. W. Arthur Cable is director of forensics
and has been coaching the varsity debate teams
during the second semester; Lionel R. Scott
has been conducting weekly training in extemp
oraneous speaking the entire year; and Mr.
.Sparks has been helping in debate, oratory, and
after-dinner speaking. Dr. Cable and Mr.
Scott have been directing weekly radio discus
sion broadcasts the present semester.
"The forensic board for the academic year
has consisted of the faculty members who give
forensic training, and of the following students:
.Student Forensic Manager—Henry A. Kiker,
Jr.; Administrative Advisor—Oliver J. Nibel,
Jr.; Manager of Debate—Ira S. Cohen; Man
ager of Oratory—Carolyn D. Lewis; Manager
of Extemporaneous and Impromptu speaking—




'The first semester of the year was the busi
est semester in debate in the history of Bates
College with more debates and more partici
pants than in any previous semester. The sec
ond semester did not have so many debates, but
produced a very successful season.
"Bates was awarded the trophy for the win
ning team in the National Recorded Debate
Tourney conducted by Texas Christian Univer
sity, in which the sixteen leading colleges in de
bate of 1948 were invited to participate. Bates
was the only college which remained undefeat
ed, winning all six of its debates.
"The first string debaters of the college lost
only one debate during the year, and that at




"Bates was represented at the Delta Sigma
Rho Congress at Chicago by Charles Radcliffe
and Max Bell, wlio more than upheld the repu
tation of Maine for conservatism!
"Bates held its 95th international debate on
March 22nd in a debate with Cambridge Univer
sity at Lewiston. This was a return visit since
Bates was at Cambridge in 1946.
"The forensic program this season included
a record debate tourney., various regular de
bate tourneys, two Congresses, three Intercol
legiate Forums, debate clinics for high schools,
exhibitions before granges, teacher's clubs and
.schools, and radio debates and discussions."
■  -/
BOSTON
"As the season draws to a close, Boston Uni
versity has recorded the busiest year in its his
tory. The year has been highlighted by ex
pansion of the existing program, the addition of
several new and important events, and the train
ing of a number of talented new debaters. Over
one hundred and sixty debates took place by
mid-.April, and the total will approach the two
hundred mark by the end of the season.
* "The first major event of the season was the
Third Annual Invitational Tournament, in
which Christopher Barreca and John Meehan
represented the University. A few weeks later
that same team joined by Walter Eraser and
David Lyons represented the University in a
tournament held at M.I.T.
"Barreca and Meehan again represented the
University in a tournament for teams from New
England and New York held at Wesleyan Uni
versity, where they amassed the highest total of
team points in the first four rounds.
"Lambert Rale.s, Martin Pullano, Charles
.^damson, and Glendon Ditmar were chosen to
represent the University at the Brooklyn Col
lege tournament.
"The delegatioo that attended the Model Con
gress at Rhode Island State College included:
Shirley Slanwood, Mary Tinkham, Barbara ma
son, Richard Davis, Martin Levine, Martin Pul
lano. Vernon Martin, and Paul Huff.
"The final tournament of the season was the
Georgetown Invitational Tournament, where
■Vlalcolm Arth, Walter Eraser, Leon Wroblewski,
and John Meehan represented the University.
Both teams made an excellent record. The af
firmative team of Wroblewski and Meehan won
six of their seven debates, scoring the only vic
tory over the Florida team, which went on to
win the tournament.
"University teams took part in eight tourna
ments this year, traveling as far West as Pur
due and as far South as Georgetown to meet
teams from all parts of the country. The de
bating Society regretfully declined invitations
to twice as many more tournaments because of
conflicts in scheduling and other limitations.
"In addition to tournaments, there were many
home debates. The two teams coming from the
most distant points this year were the Universi
ty of California from Berkeley and the Cam
bridge University team from England. An ex
hibition debate with California was on the sub
ject; "Resolved: That Belief In a Deity Is Nec
essary For Morality." Francis Carlson and
Leon Wroblewski upheld the Affirmative for
Boston.
"One of the most interesting debates of the
season was the meeting with the Cambridge
team on the topic; "Resolved: That Marshall
.\id Should Cease." Using the split-team meth
ods, George Pattison, Cambridge, and John Mee
han, Boston, spoke for the Affirmative while
Denzil Freeth, Cambridge, and Bruce Lane,
Boston, spoke for the Negative. Dr. Daniel L.
Marsh, President of Boston University, opened
the debate and welcomed the Cambridge team.
"On April 30lh twenty secondary schools
from all parts of New England will send teams
to the Boston University Invitational Inter-Schol-
asllc Debate Tournament and Conlerence. Plans
for this event have been greeted with enthusi
asm by secondary school debate coaches, and it
is hoped that the program will be an important
step in further stimulating the increasing inter
est in debate on this level.
"This year was particularly profitable in that




"With quality of performance rather than
quantity of debates as a goal, the Brown Debat
ing Union is nearing the conclusion of the third
season of intercollegiate debate since its post
war revival. Mo.st encouraging has been the
steady increase in the size of audiences attend
ing our home debates, which have all been well
supported. .Another indication of the Union's
vitality has been the quality of debate shown by
the freshman members this season. Topics for
debate have included Federal Aid to Education,
Outlawing the Communist Party, and the Re
peal of the Taft-Harlley Act.
"The Brown debating team has participated
in hoine-and-home debates with Har\'ard, Yale,
Cornell, Columbia, Amherst, Wesleyan, and
Boston College and in single meetings with
Princeton. Dartmouth, Connecticut, and M.I.T.
Following the traditional debate with Harvard
at the close of the season, the annual dinner
meeting will be held, at which officers for next
year will be chosen and the elections to Delta
Sigma Rho announced by the Chapter Sponsor.
"On April 29lh and 30lh, Brown will be host
to the second meeting of the Ivy League Debat
ing Conference. The conference will meet to
award the Ivy League Trophy to this year's win
ner and to prepare the schedule of Conference
debates for 1949-50. Columbia, Cornell, Harv
ard, Pennsylvania, and Brown will be represent
ed in this group, which is seeking to stimulate
interest in debate on the respective, campuses
and to improve the quality of debate."
COLORADO
"Over 100 participating student speakers have
been active in this year's forensic program here
at the University of Colorado.
"Speaker's Congress representatives began last
fall with a trip over the Rockies to Logan, Utah.
At this meeting of the Rocky Mountain Foren
sic League, Beverly Starika received first place
honors in impromptu speaking.
"Cecil Jones and Bernie Shapson, meanwhile,
were preparing for a demonstration debate with
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ihe University of Nebraska. This was presented
for the benefit of the Nebraska Fall Conference
of high school forensic students.
"Shortly thereafter the Boulder campus was
host to the University of Colorado Invitational
Meet. With fifteen schools in attendance, two
days were present on discussion, debate, oratory,
and extemporaneous speaking.
"Bob Sievers. Art Taylor, Jim Friedlander,
and Courtiand Petersen ne-xt entered the speech
meet at Kearney, Nebraska, where they won five
of eight debates.
"One week later Anne Bail, Uick Heath, Dan
Lynch, and Jim Hcrbcr traveled to Colorado
.'Springs to debute and discuss the national ques
tion of Civil Rights and Equal Educational Op
portunity. Colorado won seven of eight debates
and tied for first place honors.
"The next trip was the Rocky Mountain Tour
nament, Denver, where debate and discussion
were held on both Federal .\id to Education and
Civil Liberties. Colorado won the Civil Liber-
lies section by winning 11 of 13 debates.
".Moving out of the Rockies, Jim Herber, Dan
Lynch, Jane Oeschle, Courtiand Petersen. and
Blanche Epstein went to the University of Ne
braska meet at Lincoln. Messrs. Huber and
Lynch, upholding the negative, received a Su
perior team rating in debate: and Courtiand re
ceived a Superior in Discussion.
"Beverly Slarika, Phyllis Silvio, .\nne Bail,
Roy Wingate, and Ed Kendig represented Colo
rado at the Delta Sigma Rho Congress in Chi
cago. While they were absent from the campus,
Dick Heath and Roger Cozens met at Boulder
against the debaters from Cambridge University,
England. The question was resolved "That this
House considers the only hope for world peace
lie? in the speedy development of an Internation
al Third Force."
"Within ten days Rcvocato Medina and Hei-
delo Kono of the University of Hawaii were here
debating Art Taylor and Bob Sievers. The lat
ter team supported the affirmative stand "That
Extension of Communism in .\sia is a Threat to
American Security." These were busy days as
shortly afterwards Washington State College
came for debates on the national question.
"We are now preparing for the Colo-Wyo Leg
islative Assembly in Cheyenne. The theme
"What policy should guide the hehavior of the
govj'rnment of the United Slates in its relations
with the nations of Western Europe?"
"In the midst of these activities, our radio di
vision has sponsored weekly one-half hour ra
dio panels; student speakers have held public
forums on political and campus issues; radio
debates have been held with four other schools;
students and faculty have been busy in aiding
high school speech clinics; and our Delta Sig
ma Rho Chapter has sponsored the DSR Extem
poraneous .Speaking and Klinger Oratorical
Contests.
"Colorado has once again been invited to the
West Point Invitational Tournament.
"Members of the chapter during the past year
have been" President Bill Harrison, Anne Bail,
Ed Kenrlig, Don Davis, Bill Brlscoe, Roger Coz
ens (President of Speakers Congress), Bernie
Shapson, Joan Willis. Virginia Kasdorf, and
Steve Polkingliorn. Initiation ceremonies will
be held soon for Beverly Starika, Phyllis Silvio,




"For the second year in succession DePauw's
varsity <lebale team has been selected as one of
the 32 teams from across the nation to partici
pate in the West Point National Intercollegiate
Debate Tournament. DePauw ranked second
among the twelve teams nominated from its
four-slate district. Howard Downs and Ray
Payne will represent DePauw and will be ac
companied to New York by Mr. Forrest L. Seal,
director of forensics.
"In March the varsity team travelled to Mad
ison for the University of Wisconsin's Delta Sig
ma Rho Tournament. DePauw's affirmative
speakers, Hugh Hawkins and Reg .Arvidson, and
negative speakers, Howard and Ray Payne,
swept through the tournament undefeated to
bring home top honors and another group of
eight victories. Also in March DePauw emerged
victorious in the Mid-West's oldest triangiilar
debate rivalry, that of Earlham-Wabash-DePauw.
This brought the varsity record for the year to
42 wins as against 8 losses.
"The Mational Delta Sigma Rho Congress in
Chicago proved to be both interesting and in
formative for the DePauw delegation of Carol
Firchau, Hugh Hawkins, Jim Cobb, and Roger
Ragan. Dr. Herold Ross, Speech Department
head and chapter sponsor, was also in attend
ance.
"May 12th will witness DePauw's 19th .\n-
nuai Forensic Banquet, under the sponsorship of
Delta .Sigma Rho. Honored guests will be the
newlv initiated members of Delta Sigma Rho."
/
ILLINOIS
"Illinois will conclude its forensic activity for
the current year at a banquet honoring the stu
dents who have participated in our program.
Dean Henning Larsen, of the College of Liberal
Arts and Sciences, will be the speaker of the
evening; and Prof. Karl R. Wallace, head of
the Speech Department, will present the certif
icates of merit to the students.
"'As the readers of Gavel know, Illinois has
undertaken the task of finding out what hap
pens to our Delta .Sigma Rho Alums. We sent
out 185 questionnaires to the known living alum
ni and have thuse far received 72 completed
forms. If you are an lllini alum and have not
sent back your questionnaire, please do so.
"Here are some of the typical answers that
we have received:
"D. F. Fleming, 111. 1916, now Professor of
Political Science at Vanderbilt University, says
'I am glad to testify that my debate training
and my experience were among the most valu
able parts of my education. I have used the
technique of searching for the main issues and
tieveloping them constantly in my teaching, in
all of my books, and in my radio work and other
speaking.'
"William S. Fishman, III. 1936, now Vice
President of the Automatic Merchandising Co.,
slates: 'My intercollegiate debating experience
probably contributed more to my education than
any other portion of the collegiate curriculum.
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including ihe formalized course of study. First,
the training has proved invaluable in developing
my powers of analysis of problems and in broad
ening my understanding of both sides of an is
sue.'
"J. Lloyd LeMaster, 111. 1923, now Professor
of Business Administration, Oregon State Col
lege, says: i reganl my debating experience
as among the most pleasant, stimulating, and
valuable of all my college experience, curricular
and extracurricular.'
"Tiie above are but three answers, but they
are typical of tliose received; and tbey offer
excellent testimony as to the worth of a debate
program.
"After the Western Conference Debate Tour
nament, Illinois pledged four new members to
Delta .Sigma Rlio: AI Makulec, Paul Grabill,
Gordon Mock, and Marvin Ulmer.
"Can you help us to locate: George A. Fruit,
formerly of Decatur; Harry M. Thresher, form
erly of Springfield; Lee C. Savage, formerly of
the University of Iowa; Carolyn Kimball, form
erly of Decatur: Mrs. F. C. Dickey (nee Dor
othy Shuman), formerly of Roodhouse. If you
know tlu- whereabouts of these persons, will you
send their addresses to Arno Hill, Department




■'Forensics at the State University of Iowa
reached a post-war high this spring with respect
to the number of students actively participating
and tile varietes of speech activities involved. In
addition to the usual intramural program,
lowans engaged in three intercollegiate tourna
ments and a national student congress.
"On February 25-26, Murray Kniflen. Henry
Clark, Edward Diekmann, and Charles Thodt
represeiiteil Iowa at the annual University of
Nebraska tournament at Lincoln. Diekmann
rated "superior" in debate and discussion and
''excellent" in extempore speaking; Thodt was
rated a "superior" discusser and an "excellent"
debater. Clark and Kniffen were "excellent"
debaters and discussers. The negative debate
team, composed of Thodt and Diekmann, rated
''superior", and the affirmative, "excellent."
"On March 4-5, the Lfniversity sponsored its
second po.sl-war. spring Intercollegiate Confer
ence on World Problems. Representatives from
the following schools participated in four rounds
of debate, four periods of discussion, extempore,
after-dinner and public speaking, and a parlia
mentary session: Augustana College (111.), Aug-
uslana College (S.D.), Bradley University, Coe
College, CornelJ College, Denver University,
Drake University, Grinnell College, University
of illiiiois (Navy Pier Branch), Iowa Slate Col
lege, Iowa State Teachers College, Knox Col
lege, Simpson College, Sioux Falls College, and
Temple University.
"The University of Illinois won all eight of
its debates; Iowa won seven out of eight. The
four "superior" debate teams were the Knox
negative, Augustana, 111., affirmative, and the
Iowa affirinalivf and negative. lowaus who rat
ed "'superior" in discussion were: Edward Diek
mann, William Minshall, Murray Kniffen, Reid
Digges, Evan Hultman, Harlan Hockenherg,
John Bre.ssler, Natalie Hennessy, Robert Jeffrey,
Don Guthrie and James Peck. "Excellent" dis
cussers were: Darrell Feay, George McBurney,
Donald Nau, Melvin Donnelly. Roy Stoddard.
Jolm Becker, Wilbur Friedman, John Kohrs,
Gilbert Pearlman, .Sherwin Markman, Henry
Clark, Georgianna Edwards, George Pappadack-
is and Phillip Bigelow. University of Iowa de
baters who rated ".superior" were: Murray Knif
fen. Edward Diekmann. Evan Hultman, William
Sluitlleworlh and George McBurney. "Excel
lent" ilebaters were: Ardis Kresensky, Ruby
Scott, Dorothy Jean Myers, Louise Bekman,
Sherwin Markman, Reid Digges, Harlan Hock
enherg, Gilbert Pearlman, Wilbur Friedman
and Henry Clark. Gilbert Pearlman was judged
"superior" in after-ilinner speaking, and Sher
win Markman "excellent" in cxteiupore speak
ing.
"On March 18-19. Iowa debate teams, com
posed of George McBurney, William Shuttle-
worth, Sherwin Markman. Gilbert Pearlman,
Harlan Hockenherg and Charles Thodt, won
five out of eight debates at the University of
Wisconsin debate and discussion tournament at
Madison. Markman was rated a "superior" de
bater; Thodt ami McBurney were "excellent".
Hockenherg and McBurney were among the
high ranking discussers. McBurney tied for
second place in radio newscasting, and Mark-
man ranked fourth in original oratory.
"On March 2.5-26, Iowa men's and women's
teams participated in the annual Western Con
ference League Debate Tournament at the Uni
versity of Chicago. The women's team, com
posed of Artlis Kresensky, Georgianna Edwards,
Dorothy Jean Myers and Louise Beckman, tied
for second place in their division by winning
five of eiglit debates. Evan Hultman was des
ignated as one of the outstanding debaters who
were awarded autographed copies of President
Hutchins' book Education jar Freedom. The
other Iowa men debaters were Edward Diek
mann, Henry Clark and Murray Kniffen.
"On March 31. April 1-2, Harlan Hockenherg,
George McBurney. William Shuttleworlh and
Evan Hultman were delegates to the Fourth Bi-
emiial Student Congress of Delta Sigma Rho at
the Congress Hotel in Chicago. Hultman was
llie "right-eenter"' party's nominee for Speaker
of the Assembly. McBurney and Hultman were
elected chairmen of two of the eight main com
mittees of the Congress. Shuttleworth was ap
pointed to the Evaluations Committee.
"The Iowa Chapter of Delta Sigma Rho, for
the second year, sponsored a reception in hon
or of the debalers and discussers at the Iowa
Higli School Forensic League finals in Iowa
City on Mareli 31, April 1-2.
"On April 7. George W. McBurney won the
annual oratory contest sponsored by President
Virgil M. Hancher. This prize winning honor
entitles McBurney to represent the University
at the Northern Oratorical League contest at
Western Reserve on May 6.
"On April 20, the following new members
were Initiated into the Iowa Chapter of Delta
Sigma Rho: Evan Hultman, Georgianna Ed
wards, William Shuttleworth, Herman Cohen,
Henry Clark, Harlan Hockenherg, Sherwin
Markman, and George McBurney."
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IOWA STATE
"Iowa Slate Debaters are winding up what
was probably their busiest competitive season.
During the winter speakers attended eight maj
or speech conferences from Denver, Colorado,
to Evanston, Illinois; from Austin, Texas, to
Cedar Falls, Iowa, to take part in 102 debates
with teams from other schools. On the purely
competitive side, they won 58 out of 78 decision
contests.
Several outstanding performances were turn
ed in. including Norman Cleary's winning of
top rank at the Rocky Mountain Speech Confer
ence, where Iowa State also had the best team
total and at which the team of Hermann and
Cleary was undefeated. Debaters Windheim
and Tschantz achieved straight superiors at the
University of Nebraska tournament, and Her
mann and Hansen were undefeated at the Iowa
State Teachers' tournament. Tschantz and Wind
heim took second at the University of Texas
Spring Touhnament, and Charles Robbins won
the oratorical championship of the Missouri
Valley Forensic League. The Missouri Valley
Forensic League annual tournament was held on
the Ames campus this spring, and the local
chapter took an active part in playing host to
representatives from the league
"On April 6 Iowa State met the debaters from
the University of Hawaii on our campus. At
the end of the debate season we made the in
teresting discovery that we had used six separ
ate propositions for debate during the winter.
The local chapter, as the result of the winter's
activities, will have a long list of eligible speak
ers from which to draw prospects for Delta Sig
ma Rho membership.
"The coffee forum, in inaugurating a series of
discussions on lively campus issues, held one of
the hottest sessions of its history on April 15,
when 8 group of faculty members and students
considered the topic 'What Can We Expect
From Our Instructors?' "
/
KNOX
"Student interest and participation in Knox's
rejuvenated debate program have made steady
progress during the current season. Sixteen
debaters have participated in at least one of the
seven large tournaments attended. Most active
among the several freshmen debaters are Robert
J. Miller, Jeneinne Anderson, Robert Hegel,
Gordon Barker, Bud Nussbaum, and Frank
Janes. These students will become Delta Sig
ma Rho pledges eligible for full membership
at the end of their sophomore year.
"On the basis of this year's debating record,
Knox was considered for possible participation
in the Annual West Point Invitational Debate
Tournament. Although not selected as one of
the six schools chosen for this honor, Knox
ranked eleventh in the final ratings made for
the four states in this region—Ohio, Michigan,
Indiana, and Illinois.
"The best team records of the year were made
by Roger Herlean and Lee Furrow and Bud
Nussbaum and Frank Janes. Their major tour
nament record is as follows. In November these
squads won four of seven debates at the Bradley
invitational Speech Tournament in Peoria. At
Illinois State Normal University in January,
these debaters won seven of ten decisions. Feb
ruary saw Knox debating in two fine tourna
ments. Five wins of eight debates were record
ed at DePauw University in Indiana. The sea
son's best record was established at The Grand
Western Tournament conducted by .Northwest
ern University. Here the Siwash teams tied for
second place by winning eight of 10 debates.
In March the school competed in large contests
at the Universities of Iowa and Wisconsin. Bud
Nussbaum and Frank Janes were tied for first
place in team competition by receiving superior
ratings and no defeats in four debate rounds at
Iowa City. The Delta Sigma Rho Tournament
in Madison gave each of these two squads two
wins and two losses.
"Last month Knox travelled to Fredericks-
burg, Virginia, to participate in the Grand Na
tional Forensic Tournament sponsored by Mar>-
Washington College. Herlean and Furrow up
held the affirmative and Nussbaum and Janes
argued the negative. Jeneinne Anderson, al
ternate, and coach W. E. Donnelly accompanied
the teams. Although the official tournament
results are yet to be tabulated and mailed,
Knox is believed to have won five of seven con
tests. fncluded on the trip were short visits to
Washington, D. C., and several historic places
in Virginia and other states enroute.
"In contests where ratings were used, Her
lean and Furrow were awarded the following
ratings out of 23 debates: superior in 9 and ex
cellent in 13. In 24 such contests, Nussbaum
and Janes won superior ratings in 13 and ex
cellent in 8.
"The Annual Intramural Debate Tournament
was held in January under the sponsorship of
the local chapter of Delta Sigma Rho. Lee
Furrow, chapter president, served as tournament
director. This event attracted about 20 student
participants. The winning fraternity team was
presented with a large travelling trophy pro
vided by the sponsors.
"A large campus audience attended the An
nual Collon Prize Debate Contest in April. Win
ner of the $25.00 cash award for excellence in
debate was Roger Herlean. Bud Nussbaum
won second place. This prize fund was estab
lished by General Colton in 1876.
"Gene Scbwiick and James R. Bowman, form
er officers of the Knox chapter of Delta Sigma
Rho and members of the class of 1948, are both
planning teaching careers coupled with debate
coaching. Schwilck is compieteing his gradu
ate study toward his master's degree at the Uni
versity of Wisconsin. Bowman is making sim
ilar progress at Minnesota. These two alumni
are also members of Phi Beta Kappa.




On April 4 the University of Minnesota met
the University of Hawaii debate team on the
proposition, 'Resolved: That Hawaii contributes
more to the welfare of the United States than
does Minnesota. Jack Burnstein and James
Kamisky represented Minnesota in this tion-de-
cision debate, in which the emphasis was upon
humor.
"At the Northwestern University Invitational
r
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Tournament, Don Sikkink, Jack Moody, Jim
Wackerbarth, and Milton Gamelin represented
Minnesota. Sikkink was the only speaker in
the tournament with a perfect rating at the end
of two rounds, when he became infected with
a strep throat. Mary Sanderson, Priscilla In-
dahl, Delores Carley, and Lucy Schwartz com
pleted the delegation.
"At the Delta Sigma Rho Debate Tournament
held at the University of Wisconsin, Jack Moody
and Jack Burnstein upheld the affirmative; and
Jim Wackerbarth and John Wagner, the nega
tive.
"Orrin R. .Anderson and James Heid attend-
eil the Delta .Sigma Rho Congress in Chicago.
"Minnesota was host to the Northwest Tourna
ment on March 3-5, when 68 men's teams and
38 women's teams participated. John Bystrom,
coach of the Minnesota freshman squad, head
ed the meet, in which the emphasis was on the
social side, with coffee and doughnuts being
served throughout the tournament.
"At tlie Pillshury Oratorical Contest, held on
April 19, two Delta Sigma Rho members took
top honors. Don Sikkink won first place (prize
of $100), and Orrin R. Anderson won second
place (prize $.'50}.
"All in all. the Minnesota forensic squad par
ticipated in more than 250 intercollegiate de
bates during the season, as well as in discus




"The University of Missouri will soon com
plete an outstanding year in Forensics. Aside
from the usual fine list of opposing schools, the
year has been outstanding from two angles: (1)
the increase of campus interest in debating, re
suiting in soverai large crowds, of 500 to 1000
attending debates, and (2) the inauguration of
a system of parliamentary debates, in which the
audience argues with the debaters and among
themselves. In the method used this year at
Missouri, each .side in a proposition presents
two debaters in 9 to 10 minute opening argu
ments. Then, the chairman of the meeting, us
ually sponsored by the Athenaean Society, opens
the debate to members of Athenaean and invit
ed guests. .After a period of debate, the formal
debaters are allowed to sum up their respective
sides, and a vote is taken on the resolution.
This lively method of debate has often produced
unusual results. In one case, in a debate on
the national college question on Federal Aid to
Education, an affirmative and a negative were
presented, plus an amendment to the motion,
an extreme affirmative move for rigid govern
ment control of education, and a strong middle
group which said to all sides, "here, now, you
are all both right and wrong." Debates of a
parliamentary nature were held this season with
Washington University, the Universities of Tex
as, Oklahoma, Kansas, and Hawaii; and the
last major debate of the year, with the Univer
sity of Minnesota, will be of a parliamentary
nature, the proposition for debate being, Resolv
ed: That the Influence of Women in America
Has Increased, Is Increasing, and Ought to Be
Diminished." This debate, like many others this
season, will be a split-team affair.
"Missouri sent two delegates to the Delta Sig
ma Rho Congress, Gordon Parks and Marshall
Lof'b, accompanied by Professor Bower Aly,
chapter sponsor. In addition, the debaters par
ticipated in a forum-debate at the University of
IIlinoiR Navy Pier Division, Chicago, on the sub
ject of Civil Rights.
"The .Athenaean Society, re-incarnated this
year, has increased from a membership of 12
to nearl 60. This society, an all-campus one,
has iieen in charge of most of our debates. It
has also had great support from Delta Sigma
Rho, whos<' debaters have appeared before it
many times.
"Following the debate with Minnesota, Mis
souri will conclude its forensic year with a pic
nic and a banquet which will be sponsored joint




"During the 1948-49 season, Nebraska par
ticipated in an unusually active program. The
first item was a debate against a British team
composed of Mr. Cox and Mr. Galer. Almost
immediately after (his debate we hald our an
nual high school speech and debate clinic on
the United Nations. On Novemlier 19 and 20
the Nebraska delegation was one of those
"snowed-in" en route to the Colorado Confer
ence at Boulder. Our first debate conference of
the year was at Iowa City, December 3rd and
4th. The next activity of the debate squad, al
though not officially one of our functions, was
a model Unesco Conference held here on the
campus in which many of the Delta Sigma Rho
members actively participated. On that same
week-end a Nebraska delegation went to the
Rocky Mountain Conference in Denver. Our
University of Nebraska Discussion and Debate
Conference on February 25th and 26th was, we
think, as successful as it has been in years past.
Looking into the future for just a moment, the
Nebraska chapter of Delta Sigma Rho is an
ticipating next year's conference which will be
our tenth annual conference on the University
of Nebraska campus.
"The Nebraska squad traveled in the first
week-end of March to St. Thomas and on the
18th and 19th of March to Wisconsin. In the
Missouri Valley Forensic League, held at Ames,
Iowa, our Nebraska delegation lost out by one
point to the University of Texas.
'The Nebraska chapter is now making plans
for the annual banquet and initiation of new
members. We shall, as in the past, conduct one
more forensic activity here on our campus, the
extemporaneous speaking contest for all organ
ized houses on the campus."
-/
NORTHWESTERN
"Four men and four women, accompanied by
Messrs. Borln and McBath of the forensics
staff, competed in the Northwest Debate Tour
nament at St. Thomas College in St. Paul on
March 3-5. Dorothy Reltch, Vicki Gustafson,
Robin Burns, and Peggy Uix were in the wo
men's division. Two of them were in the semi
final round. In the men's division. Dean Olds
and Richard Markus reached the quarter-finals.
One of our men received the highest individual
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rating in the tournament. Art Davis and Jack
Brown won five of eight debates.
"Four women, accompanied by Dr. Glen E.
Mills, Chapter Sponsor, entered the debate
event of the University of Wisconsin tourna
ment on March 18-19. Dorothy Reitch and
Vicki Gustafson were given superior ratings.
The foursome won four of their eight debates.
"On March 25-26, four men and four women
debated in the annual tournament of the West-
em Conference on the Chicago campus. The
championship trophy in the women's division
was won by Northwestern. Dorothy Reitch,
Vicki Gustafson, and Robin Burns earned su
perior ratings. In the men's division, Jack Brown
and Art Davis were undefeated on the affirma
tive side. Dean Olds received a superior rat
ing on the negative.
"The Northwestern delegation to the Delta
Sigma Rho Congress included Robert Southern,
Richard Hetland, Vicki Gustafson, and Dorothy
Reitch. The women were elected committee
secretaries; Vicki Gustafson nominated the win
ning candidate for Clerk of the Congress.
"Charles Sohner, Sander Vanocur, Gordon
Linkon, and Richard Markus won the men's
championship of the Grand National tournament
at Fredricksbuxg, Virginia, April 14-16. Three
firsts and two seconds in individual events were
also won. Vanocur rated first in informative
speaking and in address reading. Sohner re
ceived one of nine superior ratings in discussion.
Linkon placed second in after-dinner speaking
and in poetry reading.
"Art Davis and Dean Olds will compete in
the West Point tournament April 21-23 as one
of the selected representatives of Region 5.
"Northwestern will entertain the Chicago .Area
debate tournament on April 23. Mr. Earl Cain
and his junior varsity men will represent us.
"The season will close with the initiation of
eight or more men and women into Delta Sigma
Rho. Several graduate members will officiate
in the initiation ceremony."
/
6. Two delegates attended the Pacific Fo
rensic League meeting at Walla Walla, Wash
ington, entering all events.




"The University of Oregon engaged in an ex
tensive program of forensic activities daring
1948-49. The following is a list of some of the
events:
1. Four of our lower division students par
ticipated in the College of Puget Sound Tour
nament—entered debate, extempore speaking,
impromptu, and oratory contests.
2. Three students delegates from the Uni
versity participated in a Town Meeting contest
sponsored by Vanport College. These meetings
were held before civic organizations in Portland,
all of them being concerned with the subject
of 'Communism in the U. S.'
3. Sixteen of our students participated in the
Linficld Tournament, Linfield College, McMinn-
ville, Oregon. They participated in debate, ora
tory. extempore speaking, impromptu, and also
in the Student Congress.
4. One upper division and one lower division
traveled to Redlands, California and entered
iheir tournament during the spring vacation.
5. Two delegates, Piofe^r W. A. Dahlberg
and J. K. Farris, attended the Delta Sigma Rho
Congress in Chicago.
OREGON STATE
"The first major forensic tournament of the
year in which Oregon State representatives com
peted was that of the Western Speech Associa
tion which was held at Seattle in November. In
this event William Maxwell placed first in Jun
ior Men's Oratory and second in Junior Men's
Interpretation. Ruth Ferris placed second in
Women's Oratory, while William McGinn and
David Swanson entered the finals in Junior
Men's Debate.
"At the Northwest Junior College Tournament
in Tacoma, early in February, the team com
posed of Norman Goetze and Delane Fry won
first in Men's Debate, while two women's teams,
that of June Higham and Hazel Boyd, and that
of Anne Dimick and Carolyn Zimmerman, tied
for second in Women's Debate. Ruth Ferris took
first place in both Women's Oratory and Wo
men's Interpretation, with Emery Hildebrandt
placing first in Men's Interpretation and second
in Men's Oratory.
"Shortly thereafter, at the Northwest Invita
tional Tournament held at Linfield College, Wal
lace Mclnlyre placed first in Senior Men's Ora
tory, and William Maxwell first in Junior Men's
Oratory. Debate teams, one composed of Floyd
Smith and Elvin Pitney, and the other of How
ard Weese and Patrick Marsh, placed second
in their respective sections of Junior Men's De
bate. Ruth Ferris placed third in Women's In
terpretation.
"Among the special events of the season was
the visit to Oregon State of the English debate
team composed of Anthony Cox and Reginald
Galer, who were met by a home team composed
of Robert Baum and William Higham.
"In the State Old Line Oratorical Contest, Bill
Maxwell placed first in the Men's division and
Ruth Ferris third in the Women's division. In
the State Peace Oratorical Contest, Emery Hil
debrandt took second. In the field of Extem
pore Speaking, Frank Priester took first place
in the Stale Experimental Contest. An inter
esting innovation in Oregon this year was the
Northwest Town Meeting Tournament, held for
the first lime in February, 1949. Speakers were
given a problem, to which ihey presented their
solutions in front of audiences composed of fra
ternal, social, and other groups, with some pre
sentations over the air. A question period was
reserved to insure audience participation.
"William Higham and William Maxwell, to
gether with Dr. Earl W. Wells, director of ora
tory and sponsor of the local chapter, attended
the National Student Congress of Delta Sigma
Rho in Chicago.
"This year's student delegates to the Pacific
Forensic League Conference at Walla Walla,
Washington were Wallace Mclntyre, William
Fries, and William Higham, with Professor Car-
lyn R. Winger, director of extempore speaking,
attending as faculty representative.
"The final forensic event entered by Oregon
State was the tournament sponsored by the Un-
r
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iversity of Montana, at Missoula. Five students,
accompanied by Professor Paul X. Knoll, direc
tor of debate, made the trip. Elvin Pitney and
Floyd Smith, winning seven debates and losing
one, took second place honors in the Debate Di
vision.
"The chapter has followed its usual policy of
sponsoring the Intersectional Speech Contest
for beginning speech students held each term,
to the winners of which a cash prize is awarded.
The chapter also promoted the annual Forensic
Mix early in the fall.
"Officers for this year are William Higham,




"The University of Pennsylvania Chapter of
Delta Sigma Rho held the final meeting of the
year at Houston Hall, University of Pennsyl
vania, Thursday, May 12, 1949. Judge GerjJd
Flood of the Common Pleas Court of Philadel
phia was a guest and speaker.
"Eleven new members, active in debating dur
ing the current year, were initiated to member
ship. .\mong the new members were: Estelle
Katz. Marvin Kalz, .\rlen Specter, Daniel Stem,
Morion JalTee, Lila Wolfman, Harvey Cox, Mor




"The Penn State women expect to close their
season with sixty intercollegiate debates, seven
against women's, three against mixed, and fifty
against men's teams. Twenty-nine women par
ticipated in these sixty varsity debates, of which
twelve were orthodox and forty-eight were cross-
examination style. Although we travelled 2800
miles during the year, many of the debates were
home debates and practically all of them were
non-decision.
"Our opponents included Princeton, Hough-
ton, Swarthmore, Pennsylvania, St. Joseph's, La-
Salle. Temple, Junlata, Pittsburgh, Duquesne,
Allegheny. Westminster, Slippery Rock, Car
negie Tech, Shippensburg, Elizabethtown, Ge
neva, Seton Hill, Drew, Syracuse, Ogwego, Cor
nell, .\merican, Mt. St. Mary's Lafayette, Mul-
lenbcrg, George Washington, Gettysburg, and
Rutgers.
"Six of our women debaters also were dele
gates to the Fourteenth Annual Pennsylvania
State Debaters Convention, held on our cam
pus, serving as members of the Committee on
Improvement of Education and the Committee
on Maintenance of the Peace. Jean Hootman
was chosen as one of the after dinner speakers
for the convention banquet and as one of three
contestants for "Gavel Girl," the young woman
who makes the outstanding contribution to the
convention, through a combination of intelli
gence, subject matter background, and personal
charm.
"Miss Hootman also placed fourth in the
State Extempore Speaking Contest, while Miss
Margaret Jones placed second in the State Ora
torical Contest. Our debate managership has
been handled very efficiently by Miss Mary
Louise Coleman.
"Thirty members of the men's debate squad
have carried on an active season. Ten tourna
ments were attended, as follows: University of
Vermont. Old Dominion (University of Hich-
monil), Temple Novice. University of Pittsburgh
Opponent Evaluation, Mount Mercy, Pennsyl
vania State Tournament, Brooklyn College,
Washington and Jefferson. West Point Region
al, and Grand National.
"In decision events, Penn State won 58 and
lost 26. Outstanding achievements were cham
pionships won at Mount Mercy and Washington
and Jefferson, an undefeated affirmative at Ver
mont, best school record (12 wins out of 16 de-
balesj at the Old Dominion Tournament, and
placement in the Big 10 at the Grand National
Tournament. At the Grand National Tourna
ment certificates were also won by four mem
bers of the squad in individual events: John
Fedako, Franklin Address Reading; David M.
Barron, Charlotte Extempore Speaking; Peter
M. Giesey, Elaine Response to the Occasion;
Richard K. Hill, Jefferson After Dinner Speak
ing. Two members of the squad received high
speaker placement in different Tournaments:
David M. Barron in the Big 3 at the Old Domin
ion Tournament, and Richard C. Shultz in the
Big 15 at the Brooklyn College Tournament.
"Two model student legislatures were attend
ed, the Ohio State University Conference on
Public .Affairs and the Fourteenth Annual Penn
sylvania State Debaters Convention. Other
events included home debates or discussions
with Cambridge University (England), Army,
Navy, Vermont, and Mount Mercy. An exten
sion debate was held with Lehigh University be




"Stanford is continuing its most active foren
sic program since before the war. Both the var
sity and freshmen have taken part in an unusual
ly large number of debates.
"On February 12, Stanford participated in
the U.C.L..A. Speech Tournament at Los An
geles. Township Brown, M. E. Harrison, John
Hincs, and Richard Kelton all placed high in
their divisions.
"Art Herzog and Jack Marcum represented
Stanford in the Rocky Mountain Speech Fest
ival held at Denver on February 17-19. Herzog
was selected as one of the top four improptu
speakers, while Marcum was chosen to take
part in a demonstration debate. As a debate
team, the Stanford men, both achieving "Super
ior" ratings, tied for fourth place.
"Tiie debate team of Dow Carpenter and Carl
Stover, representing Stanford in the Linfield
meet at McMinnville, Oregon, February 24-26,
tied for second place. Both speakers made the
finals in impromptu and extemporaneous speak
ing.
"This year, for the first time since before the
war, Stanford reinitiated the annual home and
home debate with the University of Southern
California. Stanford's Delta Sigma Rho chap
ter donated a cup which will go to the school
winning two out of three debates. The proposi
tion this year involved Governmental Aid to Ed
ucation. Dow Carpenter and Carl Stover de
bated for Stanford at Palo Alto on February 28,
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while Forden Athearn and Ronald Klein repre
sented Stanford at Los Angeles on March 3.
The University of Southern California was the
winner of this year's debate.
"The Education subject was also the proposi
tion for debate against the University of Cali
fornia on the evening of March 4. Thomas
Brand and Richard Hill upheld the negative for
Stanford. A number of other single debates
have been held recently, including varsity de
bates with San Jose Stale and San Francisco
Slate, and freshman debates with the Univer
sity of California, College of Pacific, and San
Jose Stale.
"Stanford took part in the Redlands College
Invitational Tournament on March 24-26. The
debate team of Richard Hill and John Kaiser
tied for 2nd place in the senior ment's division,
while Mary Kilbourne and Sydney Morpn
placed in the lop six teams of women's division.
Ronald Klein readied the semi-finals in im
promptu speaking. In their special elimination
division the Stanford team of Forden Athearn
and Ronald Klein were picked as one of four
teams to represent the Pacific-Southwest Dis
trict in the National Intercollegiate Tournament
at West Point. This team will fly to New York
on April 18 for the West Point Tournament, and
then take part in debates with various Eastern
college.s, including Harvard and Princeton.
"Six Stanford teams, competing in five major
tournaments so far this year, have already com
piled a record of forty-four victories in sixty de-
bales, for a season's record of more than 73%.
in addition Stanford has continued its extensive




"Three members of the Debate Society have
been elected to membership in Delta .Sigma
Rho: Shirley Hcckert, Leonard Glass, and Burl-
on Citak.
"Higlilights of the year's debating activities
included participation in the University of Ver
mont Invitational Tourney, a trip into Eastern
New York, Connecticut, and Massachusetts, and
attendance at the Annual IntercoUegiate Con
ference on Student Affairs at Albany, N. Y.
"Home-ancl-home debates were scheduled with
CorncU, Colgate, Hamilton, Rochester, and Uti-
< a College. Teams entertained at Syracuse in
cluded Bucknell, Buffalo University, Middle-
bury, Rutgers, Penn Stale, Pennsylvania. On
the road Syracuse debaters met West Point,
University of Connecticut, Boston University,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. At Vermont
the schedule included debates against Colby,
Suffolk, Amherst, Vermont, Maine, Wesleyan,
Navy, and Penn State.
"Members active in the society, in addition to
ihe three elected to Delta Sigma Rho, were
Walter Bodnar, Alexander Mrozek, Lee Freed-
man, Warren Rodman, Ned Whalcy (president),
Clayton Andrews (vice president), Malcoimn
<leVesty, Richard Silver, Doris Olson (manager),
Ed Naclihar, Irwin Entel, William Spangler,
Richard King, Lee Behzer, Muriel Lippman,
Charles Lipton, and Samuel Goekjian (secre
tary)."
TEXAS
"In February we had three debates here with
Oklahoma University on the question "War with
Russia is Inevitable." February 11-12 we sent
eight debaters to the Mid-South Debate Tourna
ment at Conway, Arkansas. There Delta Sigma
Rho members Kleber Miller and Sam Smith
were eliminated in the quarter finals after win
ning five straight, and our girls team of Lucita
Tliornton and Sara McCampbell placed first in
the Junior Women's Division. March 4 we had
an exhibition debate with Baylor at Alice, Texas,
before a High School debate tournament. Del
ta Sigma Rho members Pat Baskin and Don
Yarbrough were in the Baylor debate. On
March 18 West Point sent two debaters to Aus
tin for a series of three debates on the subject
of "Outlawing the Communist Party." Texas
won the three debates, with Delta Sigma Rho
members Sam Smith, Aury Selig, Donald Yar
brough, and Harvey Roseuberg teaming with
Ronnie Dugger and Rollie Koppel to share the
honors. March 18 and 19 two teams were sent
to the Blue Grass Tournament at Crforgetown,
Kentucky. There Warren White and Robert
Blumentlial won four of six debates on the af
firmative side while Tom Taylor, Delta Sigma
Rho member, and Aaron Schwartz won the neg
ative side of the tournament but were defeated
by Georgetown in the finals, giving them a to
tal of five wins and 2 losses. Taylor and White
were adjudged the best speakers in the tourna
ment, while Blumenthal and Schwartz ranked
in second place.
"From March 16-31, Kleber Miller, vice-pres
ident of the chapter, Hulon Brown, past presi-
tlent of the chapter, Pal Baskin, secretary of the
chapter, and Meridith Long, a new initiate, went
on a lour of the Midwest. All four men debat
ed Southern Methodist University; Long and
Miller debated Oklahoma University; all de
bated Wichita; Long and Miller debated Wash
ington of St. Louis; Baskin and Brown debated
Missouri; all four debated Kansas; all four de
bated Notre Dame and all four entered a three-
school debate at Illinois, with Illinois, Southern
California, and Texas participating. This group
attended the Missouri Valley Forensic League
Tournament March 24-26 at Ames, Iowa, where
Long and Miller won 4 of 5 and Baskin and
Brown won 3 of 5. Texas placed second in the
tournament, but in speaker scores placed first.
"On April 4-6, Texas sent a delegation to
Waco and the Southern Speech Association
Tournament. There Robert Burke placed first
in After Dinner Speaking. Tom Taylor and
Warren White won 5 of 6 debates to place sec
ond in Debate, and the girls' team composed of
Sara McCampbell and Jean Dalby placed sec
ond in the Women's Division with four won and
two lost.
"On April 7-9 we bad our second annual
Spring Tournament at Austin. The Wichita men
won in Debate; while the Arizona women placed
first in Oratory and Women's Debate.
"We ended the year at Texas with a total of
138 intercollegiate debates; we won 88, lost 37,
while 16 were non-decision. We had debates
with some 43 colleges and universities. We also
had eleven major inter-squad debates for the
public in Austin in addition to producing a
weekly radio program called 'On The Spot'."
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WAYNE
**Tlic forensic season for Wayne could be de
scribed in three words, "full and successfuL" In
tryouts at the beginning of the year, over 90
candidates were reviewed by Director of Foren-
sics James McMonagle, George Hinds, and Ray
Beard. By the end of the season there were 36
active members on the squad.
"These students participated in 123 intercol
legiate debates widi 46 different colleges and
universities. Of the decision debates, 93 were
won, 56 were lost. Wayne teams participated
in the following tournaments, the Purdue Invi
tational, the Delta Sigma Rho Debate Tourna
ment at Creencastle, Indiana, an Ohio tourna
ment at Bowling Green, the Michigan Novice
Tournament, the Purdue Novice Tournament,
The Michigan Intercollegiate Speech League
Totirnaraent (held at Wayne), the Indiana
State Tournament, the Michigan Cross Ques
tion Tournament, and the Delta Sigma Rho
Tournament at Madison, Wisconsin.
"Wayne students entered two extemporaneous
speaking contests, the Michigan Intercollegiate
Speech League contest, and the Indiana State
contest. These two students both took first
place.
"The year has been successful in oratory also.
Seven students participated in the finals of the
Annual Wayne Oratorical Contest. Two of these
students entered in the Michigan State contest
and won first place in the men's and women's
division. The Wayne woman orator, Miss Taor-
mina, won third place in the Interstate contest,
held in AprU. A third Wayne orator placed fifth
in the finals of the Delta Sigma Rho contest at
Madison. By the middle of May, three other or
ators will participate in contests in the Middle-
West.
"Six students attended the Ohio State Con
gress at Columbus this yetir, hnd four squad
members attended the Delta Sigma Rho Con
gress in Chicago.
"On March 22, a Detroit audience of over 700
attended a debate between Wayne students and
debaters from Cambridge, England.
"In addition to intercollegiate activities, the
Student Speaker's bureau has been serving De
troit audiences. Perhaps the most interesting
engagement was a debate on the proposed re
vision of the city civil service charter before an




The Wesleyan debate season will officially
close this year with the Dartmouth Freshman
Tournament at Hanover on April 29. The in
tercollegiate debate program thus far has includ
ed sixty-five debates with forty-two different
schools. Forty-two of these debates were tourna
ment debates, seven were home debates, nine
were debates away, and seven were exhibition
debates before the high schools of Connecticut.
Wesleyan debaters participated in five tourna
ments: Vermont, Boston, Brooklyn, West Point
Regional and Dartmouth. At Boston, Bob Buck
ley and Sherwin Moutell qualified for the quar
ter-finals, and for the fin^ of the West Point
Regional.
The activities of the Wesleyan Debate Coun
cil have been extended in several new directions
this year. A newly organized Student Speak
ers Bureau has filled eighteen engagements
which have included intercollegiate and intro-
squad debates, panel-forums and individual
speakers. On March 19, a Connecticut High
School Debate Meeting was held at Wesleyan.
The program included three rounds of debate, a
banquet, a reception for visiting debaters and
coaches, and an organizational meeting at which
plans were formulated for a state debate league.
Arrangements for this meeting were handled by
freshmen debaters under the direction of their
coach, Jay Savereid. On March 24-25, Wesleyan
was again host to the West Point Regional
Tournament in which fourteen schools from the
New York-New England area participated. In
addition to a banquet and a reception, the visit
ing debaters and coaches were given the op
portunity to hear a lecture by the poet, Robert
Frost. Varsity debaters and former Delta Sigma
Rho students on campus assisted Mark Ward
and Professor John Crawford in managing this
tournament.
A number of Wesleyan debaters participated
in the newly formed Wesleyan Round Table of
the Air program carried by Radio Station
WMMW-FM and College Station WES. Each
weekly broadcast, which has been under the
direction of the Oral English staff, dealt with a
different aspect of the role of the liberal arts
college in education. Areas of study investigat
ed were art, science, economics, athletics, lit
erature religion, government and humanities.




The 1948-49 intercollegiate forensic season
was closed in April by a trip to the Georgetown
University Tournament. After this tournament,
American University, Navy, and Temple Uni
versity were debated on their campuses.
The season has been featured by the contin
uing series of broadcasts under the title of
"You Are the Jury." Twenty-six of these pro
grams were presented during the winter, dram-
tizing current issues by using court-room pro
cedure rather than traditional debate methods.
Late in the season Pittsburgh and George Wash
ington cooperated in intercollegiate court trials
which were recorded for later broadcast.
The trial procedure was also used in a series
of television programs over WEWS-TV. The
Reserve Rostrum plans to continue both series
of discussions during 1949-50.
/
WEST VIRGINIA
"West Virginia University debate squad has
had an active season. The squad started the
year by holding a practice tournament on the
campus in December with schools from the West
Virginia-Pennsylvania area participating.
"The squad also participated in a number of
extension debates for the civic clubs of the
greater Morgantown area.
"Members of the team have participated in
tournaments at Mount Mercy College, Pitts
burgh, Pennsylvania, where they placed second,
winning nine out of ten debates; and at Wash
ington and Jefferson College, Washington, Peon-
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sylvania, where they also placed second. The
West Virginia negative lost to the Penn State
affirmative in the 6nals.
"The squad travelled to Fredricksburg, Vir
ginia, on April 13 to participate in the Grand
National Tournament held at Mary Washington
College.
"Two delegates from West Virginia attended




"Whitman College has been very active in fo-
rensics this spring. One of the most outstand
ing events was the twenty-fifth annual confer
ence of the Pacific Forensic League, which was
held on this campus April 12-15. Eight colleges
and universities were represented by twenty-five
student competitors and eight coaches for the
four day tournament.
"In extemporaneous speaking. Whitman's Gor
don Jaynes won first place honors. Second place
went to Ben Cashman of the University of Wash
ington. Tom Bartlett, Willamette University
won third. Bonnie Yturbide, blind student from
the University of Nevada, won the oratorical
championship. Second place winner was Ed
win Slegman, representing the University of
Southern California. Ernie Miller of Whitman
placed third.
"After three days of discussion, the contest
ants had a series of panel debates, where they
presented speeches of advocacy on the topic:
"By What Means Can We Best Deal with the
Problem of Monopoly?" Students in the audi
ence served as judges.
"Another speech meet which Whitman entered
this spring was at the University of Montana,
April 15-16. Ten Whitmanitcs entered the var
ious events which consisted of debate, oral in
terpretation, oratory, and extemporaneous speak
ing.
"On April 22-23, Whitman College, Gonza^
University, and Wbitworth College gathered in
Spokane for a debate meet. Fifteen debaters




"The College of Wooster forensic activities
have been as varied as numerous during the year
1948-49. Many of these were led by members
of the local chapter of Delta Sigma Rho, with
others providing oportunities for underclass stu
dents subsequently to qualify.
"Debating centered in three propositions:
"Equalization of Educational Opportunity,"
"Outlawing the Communist Party," and "The
Truman Civil Rights Program." A team went
to Charlottesville for the University of Virginia
tournament on Civil Rights Legislation. Woo
ster was represented at the Georgetown, Ken
tucky, invitational debate tournament. Both the
men and women participated with teams in the
state debate tournaments sponsored by the Ohio
Association of College Teachers of Speech. The
men's team tied for second honors here. In ad
dition local students participated in five Ohio
invitational debate meets. One group engaged
in a series of triangular debates on the Com
munist Party proposition, using the Oregon, or
cross-question, style.
"Early in the year the local chapter was host
to a direct-clash tournament on the Equalization
of Educational Opportunity. This type of de
bating was enthusiastically received by the stu
dents of the twelve colleges participating.
"Members of the squad attended three legis
lative assemblies. The first was the Northeast
OMo Debate Conference Assembly at Oberlin
College, discussing Civil RiglUs. The second,
on Foreign Affairs, was sponsored by Ohio
State University, Columbus. The third was the
Delta Sigma Rho Congress at Chicago.
"In individual events. Miss Adelaide Watson
represented the college in the state extempora^
speaking contests for women. Miss Patricia
Hartley was the orator in this meet. The peace
orator this year was Harry B. Stults, Jr., who
was also the extemporary speaking representa
tive at Charlottesville. The men's orator was
Don Shawver, speaking on "Our Last Funda
mental Decision." The men's extemporary
speaker was Walter Grosjean. Mr. Shawver
and Mr. Grosjean placed second in state com
petition, and Mr. Stults third.
"David Byers, a senior from Saline, Kansas, is
the president of the local chapter for this year,
serving at the same time as student assistant in
forensics.
"One of the climaxing events of the closing
part of the debate season was the visit of the
gentlemen from Cambridge University. Before
an enthusiastic audience of over 400, Mr. Byers
and Mr. Stults clashed with the visitors on the
International Third Force as a Hope for Peace.
"Through a student speakers' bureau many
groups of students have presented speeches and
panel discussions to various clubs in the vicinity
on the subjects growing out of the debate prop
ositions, using in addition the subjects of Fam
ily Relations, the Truman Health Program, and
Labor-Management Cooperation. These provid
ed one of the most popular types of programs
offered to the public."
YALE
During March, Yale debaters defeated Brown
in a homc-and-home debate on "The Outlawry
of the Communist Party in the United States."
In addition, Yale defeated Columbia on the neg
ative of the question of "Prepaid Medical In
surance"; the other part of the home-and-home
contest was declared a tie by a consultation of
the judges.
"We enjoyed a pleasant meeting with the Eng
lish team from Cambridge University, with a
man from each university participating on each
team; the proposition was 'Resolved, That this
House is Tired of Politics and Politicians."
"Late in March we participated in the region
al tournament for New England and New York,
held at Wesleyan University to determine the
four teams from this area which would go to
the West Point National Tournament on April
21-24. The winning teams were Vermont, M. J.
T., Champlaiu, and Yale.
"Thus far this year a squad of 35 varsity de
baters has participated in 24 debates, which re
sulted in 19 victories and three defeats; two of
the contests were non-decision."
